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human rights and democracy commitments by 
the Lukashenka regime and loosen its 
unhealthy monopoly on political and economic 
power. I hope our efforts here today will facili-
tate independent Belarus’ integration into 
democratic Europe in which the principles of 
democracy, human rights and the rule of law 
are respected. The beleaguered Belarusian 
people have suffered so much over the course 
of the last century and deserve better than to 
live under a regime frighteningly reminiscent of 
the Soviet Union. The struggle of the people 
of Belarus for dignity and freedom deserves 
our unyielding and consistent support. 

This legislation is important and timely be-
cause Belarus, which now borders on NATO 
and the EU, continues to have the worst 
human rights and democracy record of any 
European state—bar none. 
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HONORING LLOYD C. HILLARD, JR. 

HON. RON LEWIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 8, 2006 

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay public tribute to Lloyd C. Hillard, 
Jr., an exemplary community leader, business-
man and citizen from my congressional dis-
trict. Lloyd received this year’s Hardin County 
Distinguished Citizen Award from the Boy 
Scouts of America during ceremonies earlier 
this month. 

A native of Kentucky, Lloyd grew up on a 
farm in Pine Grove and earned college de-
grees from the University of Kentucky and the 
University of Wisconsin. Lloyd has distin-
guished himself as a business leader, serving 
as President and CEO of First Citizens Bank, 
and a good neighbor, through his active in-
volvement in many community and charitable 
organizations. 

Though never a scout himself, Lloyd’s life-
long example of honesty and devotion to his 
family and community parallel ideals cham-
pioned by the Boy Scouts. He first became in-
volved with the Scouts as a young adult, run-
ning a school recruitment program. 

Lloyd has been an especially active member 
of our community, having served as past 
president and director of the Bluegrass Coun-
cil Boy Scouts of America, past chairman of 
the North Central Kentucky Education Founda-
tion, and former treasurer and director of the 
Cavalry Armor Foundation. 

Lloyd was also past chairman of the Hardin 
County Community Foundation, Helping Hand 
of the Heartland, and the Hardin County Fund 
for the Arts. He remains an active member of 
the local United Way and the Elizabethtown 
Rotary Club. 

It is my great privilege to recognize Lloyd C. 
Hillard, Jr. today, before the entire U.S. House 
of Representatives, for his example of leader-
ship and service. His unique achievements 
make him an outstanding American worthy of 
our collective honor and respect. 
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Friday, December 8, 2006 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the service of a veteran 
and mayor in my district, Bob Poydasheff, the 
former Mayor of Columbus, Georgia. 

Bob Poydasheff knows what service to our 
Nation means. He served our Nation in the 
Army during a combat tour in Vietnam, along 
with service as counsel for the Secretary of 
the Army and other officers. He retired with 
the rank of colonel and many awards, includ-
ing the Bronze Star. 

Bob Poydasheff began serving in the com-
munity in the city of Columbus through a vari-
ety of non-profit organizations, including the 
Columbus Symphony, and he worked to help 
ensure the right direction for our young people 
through his involvement with the Boy Scouts 
of America. He has served as the mayor since 
2003 and served on the Columbus Council for 
6 years prior to his election as mayor. 

Bob is also committed to his family, raising 
two children with his wife Stacy, and enjoying 
his time with his five grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, we are all grateful for the serv-
ice Bob Poydasheff has rendered to our Na-
tion through his time in the military and to our 
state through his service as mayor of Colum-
bus. We wish him well in all of his future en-
deavors. 
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Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
Bill Bradford of Sulphur Springs, TX, whose 
distinguished work in radio recently earned 
him the dedication of a city street in Sulphur 
Springs in his honor. In recognition of his 
many years as a radio owner, operator, and 
pioneer, Radio Road was recently renamed 
Bill Bradford Road. 

Outgoing Sulphur Springs Mayor Clay Walk-
er began pursuing the renaming of Radio 
Road at the suggestion of long-time Sulphur 
Springs resident, Jeff Massey. The idea for 
this change was well-received by the City 
Manager and members of the City Council 
who unanimously voted for the change. In-
deed, the idea was so popular that many com-
munity leaders expressed surprise that the 
idea had not been thought of before. 

As incoming Sulphur Springs Mayor Freddie 
Taylor’s first official act, a framed city resolu-
tion changing the name from Radio Road to 
Bill Bradford Road was presented to Bill along 
with the first street sign to bear the name ‘‘Bill 
Bradford Road.’’ Sixty days later street signs 
were erected on August 2nd and 3rd making 
the name change effective. 

Bill began his radio career as a radio oper-
ator in the military during World War II and 
afterward became owner of radio station 
KSST in Sulphur Springs. In 1992 he was 
named Texas Association of Broadcasters’ 

‘‘Pioneer of the Year,’’ and he was installed 
into the Texas Radio Hall of Fame’s ‘‘Hall of 
Honor’’ in 2005. 

Bill has contributed his time and talent to 
the radio industry and to the residents of Sul-
phur Springs. Having lived in Sulphur Springs 
for nearly 60 years, Bill has been a pivotal and 
influential voice in chronicling the city’s growth. 
Today I am proud to recognize a beloved and 
legendary citizen of Sulphur Springs, TX—Bill 
Bradford. 
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NONPROFIT ATHLETIC ORGANIZA-
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OF MICHIGAN 
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Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, the fol-
lowing letter from American University, Wash-
ington College of Law Professor Andrew F. 
Popper outlines the problems and concerns 
with this legislation. 

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY, 
WASHINGTON COLLEGE OF LAW, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. JOHN CONYERS, 
Ranking Member, House Committee on the Judi-

ciary, Washington, DC. 
DEAR CONGRESSMAN CONYERS, I recently 

learned that the House of Representative is 
considering H.R. 1176, a bill that would im-
munize major non-profits in the university 
sport/entertainment field and all non-profits 
involved in children’s activities generally. I 
have testified against this bill in its earlier 
form and have seen the current version. I 
very much hope this current version will be 
rejected. It is an awful bill, as discussed 
below. 

The specific question posed to me was 
whether this bill would carve out an excep-
tion for state tort common law claims 
against organizations and officials who en-
gaged in behaviors that devastated children, 
athletes, and others who place their trust in 
the non-profits that are the subject of this 
bill. There is reason to think actions will not 
be possible if this bill becomes law. 

State tort law holds out the promise of a 
real incentive to exercise due care in pre-
cisely the kinds of programs this bill de-
scribes in its opening sections, The tragedy 
is, this bill would eliminate those state com-
mon law tort claims required to produce 
those incentives. 

The argument has been made that while 
this bill provides explicitly comprehensive 
immunity for non-profit organizations in the 
sports/athletics and related fields, somehow 
it preserves the necessary state common law 
tort claims required to secure relief when or-
ganizations and their employees and volun-
teers have failed to exercise that requisite 
level of care required and a child or young 
adult has been injured as a result. If the leg-
islation stated directly that it excluded from 
its unconscionable sweep of liability all 
State common law tort claims, that argu-
ment would have some validity. In fact, the 
bill does just the opposite, listing precise 
fields where the immunity would be inappli-
cable—and in that list, state common law 
tort claims for negligence is nowhere to be 
found. 

Preservation of state common law tort 
claims for who those who have been harmed, 
for children, families, athletes and others 
swept into this bill, could occur either by di-
rect exclusion from the legislation such as 
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